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Consequently, P^otalozzi defines education as "the nat-
ural, progressive, and harmonious development of all the
powers and capacities of the human being/3 and insists
that "the knowledge to which the child is to be led by
instruction must,   therefore,  be subjected  to a certain
order of succession,  the beginning of which must   be
adapted to the first unfolding of his powers, and the prog-
ress kept exactly parallel to that of his development.??   In
contrast to this education in harmony with nature, Pesta-
lozzi saw that the traditional practices of the times gave
the pupil a mere ability to read words, a memory knowl-
edge of mathematics, and a superficial culture through
the classics that was purely formal and ineffective for
real development.    "Our unpsychological schools/'  he
declares, "are essentially only artificial stifling machines
for destroying all the results of the power and experience
that nature herself brings to life. . . .    After the children
have  enjoyed  the  happiness  of  sensuous  life  for  five
whole years, we make all nature around them vanish
before their eyes;  tyrannically stop the delightful course
of their unrestrained freedom;   pen them up like sheep,
whole flocks huddled together in stinking rooms;   piti-
lessly chain them for hours, days, weeks, months, years?
to   the   contemplation   of   unnatural   and   unattractive
letters, and, contrasted with their former condition, to a
maddening course of life."
This need for gradually developing the powers of the